University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

UTC Scholar

ReSEARCH Dialogues Conference Proceedings

ReSEARCH Dialogues Conference Proceedings 2050

Apr 14th, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Reframing severed representations: from biography towards a
psychoanalytical reading of Caravaggio’s self-portraiture

Alyson McGowan
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues

Recommended Citation

McGowan, Alyson, "Reframing severed representations: from biography towards a psychoanalytical
reading of Caravaggio’s self-portraiture”. ReSEARCH Dialogues Conference proceedings.
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues/2020/day1_presentations/59.

This presentations is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Events at UTC Scholar. It has
been accepted for inclusion in ReSEARCH Dialogues Conference Proceedings by an authorized administrator of
UTC Scholar. For more information, please contact scholar@utc.edu.


https://scholar.utc.edu/
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues/2020
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues/2020
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues?utm_source=scholar.utc.edu%2Fresearch-dialogues%2F2020%2Fday1_presentations%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholar@utc.edu

Reframing severed
representations: from biography
towards a psychoanalytical
reading of Caravaggio’s self-

portraiture
Alyson McGowan

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga



https://scholar.utc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1255&context=honors-theses

About the Author

* Alyson McGowan is a recent graduate
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Chattanooga. She received her
Undergraduate degree in Art History. She
1s continuing her education at The Istituto
Lorenzo de Medici in Florence Italy as part
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About this research:

* The author uses Lacanian Psychoanalysis to provide a
fresh analysis of two of the artist’s verified self-portraits,
The Young Sick Bacchus (1593), and David with the head
of Goliath (1610), as seen on the following slides.

* By combining Lacanian Psychoanalysis with historical
documentation, the author aims to present the possibility
that by the end of his life, Caravaggio was concerned
with 1ssues of decapitation and self-forgiveness as he
waited for a papal pardon.

* This research was presented in progressive
developmental stages at UTC’s Research Dialogues
2019, SECAC 2019, and published as a successfully
defended Honor’s thesis on UTC Scholar.



Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, The
Young Sick Bacchus, circa 1593-4, oil on
canvas, 67 cm x 53 cm. Rome, The
Borghese.




Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio,
David with the Head of Golaith, circa
1610, oil on canvas, 125 cm x 110 cm.
Rome, The Borghese.




10 full research:
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